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ONGRATULATIONS АКЕ 

IN order to Mr. Wrestling 
П for having regained the 
Florida title from J.J. Dillon, ог 
King James Dillon as he prefers 
to be called. 

The match took place in St. 
Petersburg, Florida, and 
observers said that Mr 
Wrestling II hasn't wrestled as 
well in years. 

“I felt great when I stepped 
into the ring,” said II in a post- 
match interview, “and 1 was 
ready for action. There are 
times when you just know 
you're going to be wrestling at 


Mr. Wrestling ІІ stands over a fallen 
James J. Dillon en route to regaining the 
Florida title. Wrestling II is in top form 
and feels he could hold the title for 
months to come. 

the top of your form, and that 
night was one of them. 

11 have to admit, though 
said П, “as good as I felt going 
into that ring . . . I felt a lot 
better when I stepped out of it. 
particularly with the belt 
around my waist!” 

ae 
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One man who didn't feel too 
good when he came out of the 
ring was comedian Andy 
Kaufman. 

In a match in. Knoxville, 
Tennessee, Kaufman went up 
against King Jerry Lawler, who 


had taken personal offense at 
derogatory comments Kaufman 
has made about wrestling 
Lawler decided to prove to 
Kaufman that wrestling is a 
dangerous sport and applied 
two piledrivers to Kaufman's 
body 

As a result, Kaufman wound 
up in the hospital with 
abrasions of the skull, severe 
muscle strain; and a compressed 
space between his fourth and 
fifth vertebrae. According to a 
spokesman for the comedian, 
Kaufman has given up his 
wrestling career for good. 

A new tag team has moved 
into the WWF area and is 


TAR 


taking the fans—and their 
opponents—by storm. It’s The 
Carolina Connection, and it 
consists of Steve Travis and 
Quickdraw Rick McGraw 
“We've only been together for 
a short while,” said Travis, “but 


Comedian Andy Kaufman can talk a good 
game and Jerry Lawler is a good listener. 
But when it came to producing in the ring 
„ме Kaufman isn't doing much 
talking these days. 


already we've found that we 
work extremely well as a tag 

am. I think that given a little 
more time in training and in 
actual matches, we'll improve to 
an incredible degree. 

In a short time, Travis and 
McGraw have moved up the 
ladder of contention and now 
look as if they may pose a very 
real and substantial threat to the 
WWF tag team champions, Mr 
Fuji and Mr. Saito. 

ж. 
(Continued оп page 50) 





Whos The Best 
Of The Best? 


Eleven sets of tag teams have claimed a full 
dozen tag team championships. Captain 
Lou Albano is the undisputed leader 
of tag team management. In this 
exclusive article, Albano offers his 
personal insights into the various teams 
he has guided to the top 


CAPT. LOU 
ALBANO 
RATES HIS TAG TEAMS 


By Captain Lou Albano. 


THE MONGOLS 

Ah yes, the Mongols. Bepo, 
677,320 pounds, and Gito, 62", 
265 pounds. Awesome physical 
specimens. This was my only 
team that didn't become WWF 
champions, daddy. They were 
the International tag team 
champions instead! They were 
my first team, and | purchased 
their contracts from then- 
manager Tony Angelo for what 
wasatthattime a record amourit. 
of cash, and I seta precedent for 
salary that continues until this 
day, because Lou Albano's tag 
teams are the highest paid and 
the winningest teams in all 
of wrestling. 


BEPO & GITO MONGOL 








TARZAN TYLER & LUKE GRAHAM 


TARZAN TYLER 
& “CRAZY” 

LUKE GRAHAM 
This was back in June of 1971 
when | put these two power 
houses together and claimed the 
WWF championship for the first 
time. It was the beginning of a 


long and glorious tradition for 


the WWF, that being the 
continual rule of the tag team 
championship by myself and the 
incredible string of champions 
I've brought into the area. Crazy 
Luke was exactly that, but Tyler 
had the perfect personality for 
him and they got along like 
brothers. Very powerful 
combination 


SCICLUNA & CURTIS 


BARON MIKEL 

SCICLUNA & 

KING CURTIS 

This awesome duo took the 

belts from Karl Gotch and Rene 
Goulet in March 1972. A lot of 
people think Gotch and Goulet 
were pretty hot stuff, so to them! 
would say "Bah!" As far as 
those idiot fans of Gotch and 
Goulet go, Scicluna and King 
Curtis were my best tag team 
ever. At least I got to humiliate 
those fools and their so-called 
fans. 


THE EXECUTIONERS 


If it's not brutality you're after, 
my friends, how about a little 


THE EXECUTIONERS 


sadism courtesy of The Masked 
Executioners? Oh, you say that 
it's too much for the average 
wrestler to handle, that they 
shouldn't be allowed in the ring? 
That's what they said in the 
middle of 1976 when The 
Executioners stepped into the 
ring, but they became 
champions and a lot of their 
critics were left eating their 
words. They were more than 
average wrestlers, my friends, 
and they walked over those who 
were better than average. 


THE LUMBERJACKS: 
ERIC (STANDING) & PIERRE 


THE LUMBERJACKS 
Pierre and Eric, straight from 
the great white north of the 
Yukon, took off after that pair of 
slimy ginzo goof-offs Dino Bravo 
and Dominic DeNucci, who 
happened to be holding the belts 
through some sort of a mistake, 
and took the WWF champion- 
ship, to give the Captain his 
eighth tag team championship. 
Courageous, they were, and 
didn't give a damn what their 
opponents threatened to do, The. 
Lumberjacks backed up their 
words with pure action. 
(Continued on page 52) 
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CRUSHER BLACKWELL 


INTERVIEW CONDUCTED 
BY RICH COUNTIS 


HERE 18 NO question that 

one of the biggest men inall of 
wrestling is Crusher Blackwell 
literally. A mammoth who weighs 
nearly 500 pounds, Blackwell 
combines a surprising amount of 
agility and strength with his bulk 
to provide his opponents with a 
challenge that very few are able 
to overcome. Currently tag 
teaming in the AWA with 

yatollah Sheik Adnan Al- 

Kaissie, Blackwell has also taken 
on the title of “Ayatollah Sheik, 
and according to his own reports 
has received handsome payment 
for his services to Kaissie. 


Crusher, you've been known 
That's Ayatollah Sheik 
Crusher Blackwell, don't ever 
forget it 
Ah, yes, that's right, Гуе 
forgotten about Sheik Adnan 
Al-Kaissie. 
Ayatollah Sheik Adnan Al- 
Kaissie. Look, if you can't 
get the names right, why don't 
we just forget this whole 
thing right now. 
No, look, Г sorry, it's just 
that there are so many names 
in the title it's sometimes 
easier to just use the shortened 
version. Is it all right if 1 just 
и Ayatollah, then? 
Fine, if you must, but let's get 
on with it. 


Q: All right, Ayatollah, since 
you brought up Ayatollah 
Sheik Adnan Al-Kaissie, I'm 
curious about your connection 
with the man. Just what is 
your relationship with him 
exactly? 

Pure business. First of all, Tm 
glad to see that you finally 
got his name right. Second of 
all, I want to mention that my 
partner and I are the best tag 
team in all of wrestling. 1 
provide my extensive services 


as a wrestler and Ayatollah 
Sheik Adnan Al-Kaissie 
provides me with adequate 
payment 
Гус heard that your payment 
cludes unlimited amounts 
of cash as well as your own 
harem. 
Well, 1 can't say anything 
about the cash end of the deal, 
but you're right about the 
harem. I'll tell you, 1 don't 
think there's another wrestler 
(Continued on page 62) 


Blackwell flings Greg Gagne across the ring as if he were a lightweight. Blackwell and 
Ayatollah Sheik Adnan Al-Kaissie seek Gagne and Brunzell's AWA tag team belts. 












GINO 






HERNANDEZ 





By Matt Brock 





T'S A DISEASE. First, the spirit 
is eaten away and then the 
body. Once the infection 
spreads, there's almost no way 
to stop it. You just sit back and 
watch the ravages take place. 

The disease is celebrity fever. 
Being famous becomes the only 
reason to exist. What you do to 
get famous doesn’t matter any 
more. The only thing of 
importance is that you can geta 
table at overpriced restaurants. 

Soon, however, the reason for 
your fame disappears. Destroyed 
by good talent, your talent 
disappears. Without that ability, 
that magic something that 
separated you from the pack, 
you become anonymous again. 
For the rest of your life you're 
eaten by that desperate longing 
to get back to where you can 
never return 

Gino Hernandez has the 
disease. I've seen too many 
cases not to know the 
symptoms. You see him around 
Houston, playing in all the 
fashionable places and meeting 
all the stars. Instead of showing 





you new wrestling holds, he 
displays the latest photo of him 
standing next to Farrah Fawcett, 
Lou Rawls, or Bianca Jagger. He 
looks real sharp. He's the king of 
the fast lane. Yeah, he's this 
week's hero. 

Anybody remember Brian 
Fraser? He was last week's hero, 
or to be journalistically exact, һе 
was the best wrestler of the 
1950s. At least he had the most 
natural ability. He was around 
for about a year. At the time, | 
thought he was the best 
wrestler who ever lived. Every so 
often, I run films on his five great 
matches. | still think he was 
the best. 

There was an aura of 
greatness about him; you could 
feel it. Too many of the wrong 
people felt it. They invited him to 
parties that kept going for days, 
they introduced him to people 
who thought it was romantic to 
die young, and they promised 
they would love him forever. He 
was having so much fun, he 
believed them. 

Within a month, he wasa has- 


WRESTLER 
TO THE STARS 








Do you remember Brian Fraser? He had perhaps the most 
potential of any wrestler of the 1950s. Unfortunately, he 
never became a star. Instead of establishing his athletic 
superiority, he got involved with the kind of people who do 
nothing more than ride on the coattails of success and forget 
you when you're down. Does the same fate lay ahead for 
Gino Hernandez? 





isn'ta loan, really, it's a gift. He'll 
never be able to pay back 
anything. But he still talks about 
making it big, though by now he 
doesn't know even how he'll do 
it. He's got “plans.” Yeah, and | 
have a message from Sophia 
Loren to give her a call. 

Hernandez is following the 
same road to destruction that led 
Fraser so far wrong. You can 
hear in the way his voice slightly 
trembles when he talks about 
his latest celebrity acquaintance. 
You can see as he struts into a 
room, demanding to be noticed. 
It's a pity and a shame. 

1 want to tell Hernandez how 
dangerous the situation is. | want 
to tell him about the disease, 
how it eats into a man's very 
soul. But one of the symptoms of 
the disease is that no man can 
be told he has it. He either has to 


Gino Hernandez loves to be seen with the people he feels make him more important 
than he really is. Lou Rawls (above) and Bianca Jagger (below) help inflate Gino's 
already huge ego. Hernandez will learn that a man must be happy with his position in 
life or he will never know true contentment. 


been. That was the quickest I've 
ever seen the disease do its 
work. He lost all his matches, 
and he lost the aura of 
greatness. That's when he lost 
his friends forever. |t was 
pathetic. They crushed his spirit 
so badly that he never made a 
comeback. He tried to make а 
comeback, though, and that was 
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the most pathetic of all. His body 
could no longer obey his mind's 
muddled commands. So he kept 
getting beaten by preliminary 
wrestlers and ignored by his so- 
called friends. 

1 saw Fraser a couple of weeks 


ago. | see him more and more 
often, as few and fewer people 
are willing to lend him money. It 


save himself or be destroyed. All 
the true friends in the world 
can't help him. 

So far, it hasn't hurt Gino's 
wrestling ability. He may not be 
a scientific wrestler, but there's 
no denying his skill. Yet, you can 
see the disease beginning to 
take its effect. He depends on 
hearing the crowd; booing or 
cheering, it doesn't matter, just 
as long as they know he's there. 
The spark that made him a 
championship contender is seen 
less frequently. The joy of 
wrestling seems to be gone 
for him. He just loves the roar of 
the crowd. Brian Fraser used to 
feel the same way. 

We live in a world run by 
celebrities. A man'saccomplish- 
ments don't mean half as much 
as how famous those accom- 
plishments can make him. The 
sign of true importance is to bea 
guest on the Johnny Carson 
show. Right now, Gino would 
make a great guest. 

Wrestling should be enough 
for any man. Anyone whofinds it 
isn't enough also finds himself 
out of the arena and into the 
gutter. n 





The horrible results of Russian chain 
Î matches are vividly shown on these pages 


! as Boris Malenko and Ronnie Garvin both 


bleed and suffer unmercifully. Our 
magazine believes that the Russian chain 
match should be banned forever. 


MERICA IS CAUTIOUS 
about its imports. Westation 
people at docks and airports to 
examine items brought in from 
other nations. We quarantine 
plants and animals to minimize 
the possibility of a foreign 
disease raging unchecked across 
this great land. 
If we prevent one kind of 
disease, we should act to prevent 


all types of diseases. One such 
plague is the Russian Chain 
Match, imported by the dread 
Professor Boris Malenko. 

It has to be banned. It is an 
animalistic torture obviously 
perfected by a disturbed, 
homicidal mind. Only within the 
blackness of a crazed mind could 
such a vicious bout be called 

port 

Yet Boris Malenko is allowed 
to flaunt this horrible match with 
sneering freedom. Officials, 


perhaps contrained by 
diplomacy, turn away from any 
action or discipline. Do they turn 
from diplomacy to horror? After 
seeing the outcome of a Russian 
Chain Match between Malenko 
and Ronnie Garvin, this 
magazine has decided to put its 
influence behind a movement to 
ban this sort of match. 


1 guess it is kinda 

y,” Garvin said as he 
grimaced as stitches were 
applied to a red, fleshy gash in 
his forehead. “1 don't know if I'd 


There are few things more horrible than a Russian chain 
match. Those forced to grapple in this hideous form of 
wrestling risk their careers, and perhaps their lives. Can this 
crime against the sport be stopped? Before you decide, read 
this important article by one of wrestling's most profound 
commentators 





do it again. Yeah, 1 guess it 
-should be banned.” 

We will tolerate no compro- 
mise on this issue. This alleged 
match is nothing more than an 
excuse for mindless sadism. It 
serves no useful function. It does 
nothing to further any 
champion. 

lts purpose is singular. 
Mutilation. Crippling injury. 
Someday, death. 

“This is an important type of 
match. It shows what sort of man 
you are. That is why Americans 
wish it stopped. As products of a 
decadent and flabby society, any 
sport which causes blood is 
abhorred by Americans.” 

We think this amusement 
demands action at the highest 
levels. Already, our emissaries 
have transmitted messages to the 
appropriate State Department 
officials. Already, we have 
circulated petitions around the 
various arenas which Malenko 
pollutes. Also, telegrams have 
been dispatched to Moscow, 


explaining why we feel this 
match is too brutal for public 
use 

Flak will be forthcoming. We 
anticipate crippling pressure 
from men and women fearful of 
disturbing the status quo. Men 
and women content to allow 
bloodshed and mutilation to 
continue. 

We anticipate and welcome it 
We know we are right. 

Ban this match. 

For the sake of wrestling. And 
more importantly, for future 
generations to come n 





MIL MASCARA 


HEY HAVE MET only twice. 

Two brutal, incredibly savage 
matches. Spurts of blood across 
the canvas. Inhuman holds. 
Shrieks of pain. Cries of short- 
lived triumph. 

Mil Mascaras versus The Sheik. 
The first match was so wild that 
both wrestlers made a secret 
pact never to wrestle again. 

“Fans cannot stand зис а 


match," Mascaras had said. 
“He is a cheater,” The Sheik 
said through an interpreter. 


Mascaras is a symbol of virtue. 
The Sheik is a master of 
rulebreaking. These properties 
spiked the match with a vicious 
dimension unequalled in 
wrestling history 

They twisted. They flipped. 
They huffed and puffed. And 
both left the ring with deep 
bitterness. 

He is an 
Mascaras. 

The Sheik expressed a non- 
verbal Arabic obscenity, 


animal,” said 


hooking his pinky and thumb 
together. When translated, the 
gesture is unprintable. 

Wrestling fans thought this 
feud would be a one-night war. 
They were wrong. The secret 
pact was broken. 

Mascaras and The Sheik 
met again. 

(Continued on page 58) 


Below: The manical Sheik traps Mil on the 
ropes and is about to slash МІГ mask 
with a foreign object! 





VS. THE SHEIK | 


== 


Left: During their first match in June, 
1969, Sheik tortures Mil. Above: Mil's 

4 chinlock stops the Sheik. Below: In 1978, 
their feud is just as violent. 





TheVotes Arein 
WRESTLI 
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= SEXIEST ~ 
SUPERSTAR 


HEN THE EDITORS of 

Wrestling Superstars 
decided to poll the fans to 
determine the sport's sexiest 
wrestler, we never dreamed that 
the response would be so 
overwhelming. 

As soon as our Summer 1982 
issue hit the newsstands, ballots 
from all across the country 
came pouring into our offices. 
Over 12,000 ballots were 
received in the first week, and 
the flood of mail continued for 
many weeks thereafter. At one 
point it became necessary to 
hire a part-time assistant simply 
to sort and tabulate the ballots 
that continued to arrive. 

As press time for this issue 
neared, we had to decide on a 
cutoff point from which we 
would report the results. When 
we did come to that point, more 
than 70,000 votes had been 
tabulated. Your response was 
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Strength, power, 
courage, sportsmanship, 
animal magnetism. 
All of these 
qualities were used 
as criteria for 
your votes . . . votes 
that flooded our offices 
by the thousands. 
Sorted and tallied, the 
results are final. 
Here are the winners as 
YOU chose them 


Ener a) 
certainly the most enthusiastic 
reaction to any poll we have run 
years. 
Voters cited all sorts of 
criteria in making their decision 


on whom to vote for. Some 
went strictly for physical 
attributes as a basis for sexiness 
while others noted that attitude 
is the most important factor in 
being sexy. Still others looked 
to success in the ring as being 
most important while such 
qualities as loyalty, raw power, 
and sheer ruthlessness were also 
mentioned by voters. 

The top 10 winners are 
presented here with comments 
and vote totals for each man. 
The editors would like to thank 
everyone who sent ina ballot for 
contributing to what developed 
into the most popular reflection 
of fan opinion we've seen in 
years. We hope that the results 
on the following pages will 
bring you as much enjoyment as 
they've brought us. We're certain 
that they will provoke discussion 
and debate that will continue 
for months to come. Enjoy. 








SEXIEST 


(a 
RICK MARTEL 


втфск MARTELS GOT 

everything,” wrote Susan 
Callindon of Pittsburgh, Penn. 
sylvania. "He's successful in the ring, 
he’s got a terrific attitude, he’s 
cute, and he’s got the most 
gorgeous body I've ever seen, Мо 
doubt, he’s got it all, and that more 
than makes him the sexiest 
wrestler in my book!" 

Susan's note characterized the 
trend of the voting as far as Martel 
was.concerned. Every conceivable 
attribute was applied to Martel, 
and in large part it was this 
diversity of opinion among his fans 
that netted him the top spot in 
our poll 

“Tm extremely flattered,” said 
Martel when we informed him of 
the results, “I really don't know 
what to say. I just try to be myself 
when I wrestle, I don't try to make 
myself something that I'm not. I 
hope that this kind of honesty was 
what a lot of my fans were 
responding to in the poll, because 
it's something that I put a. lot of 
value in personally.” 

Martel went on to note that this 
Support means a lot to him, 
particularly at this point in 
his life 

"I'm entering a critical time in my 
career," said Martel "and | 








decision to break ties with Tony 
Garea. Thankfully, my mail has 


shown more support than 
criticism, and Td like to take this 
opportunity to thank the fans for 
their support in that respect, as 
well as in this poll.” 
Congratulations to Rick Martel, 
wrestling's sexiest superstar! 



























SUPERSTAR 


=o 


8531 VOTES 





Rick Martel, voted Wrestling’s Sexiest Superstar, works on the arms of The Hangman 
(above) and Jesse Ventura (below). Martel, after an extremely successful stint in the 
WWF, is now wrestling in the AWA. 


























SEXIEST SUPERSTAR 


(GE ASD 


TOMMY RICH 


8,297 VOTES 





CLOSE SECOND in our poll 

(trailing by less than 300 
voles), Tommy “Wildfire” Rich 
elicited the most emotional 
comments by voters who 
chose him. 

... masculine character plus 
boyish charm,” wrote Melinda 
Wilkerson of Dougl 

“. . . abundance of charm, raw 
talent, courage good looks, 
respect, and last but not least, h 
friendliness all wrap 
One sexy man,” 

Baszah of South River, New Jersey. 

5. goes ош and gets what he 
wants. If he doesn’t gett, he’s tried 
harder than anyone else I know. 
He stands up for what's right and 
whats wrong,” says Christina 
Webb, of Roanoke, Virginia. 


the sexiest manin the whe 
world, not just in wrestling, 
according to Eleanor Atkinson oí 
Seattle, Washington. 

Though edged out by Martel in 
votes, Rich would have been first if 
all we counted was length and 
spirit of additional comments 


included with their ballots. works hard at what he doe: 
proud io hau ll my fans 
se to the top,” said i me," Rich 
Rich, “and Pm real happy to continued. “I never really thought 
el come out so strong in of my but 1 
He 


Tommy Rich will often take the time to sign autographs for his fans before а match 
(above). But once that match starts, it's all business, as Ivan Koloff finds out (below). 





SEXIEST SUPERSTAR 


(CRM bs 
RICK STEAMBOAT 
7,633 VOTES 





СТ) СК STEAMBOAT EXUDES 
quiet sexiness, а kind 
of strong self-confidence that isn’t 
too overwhelming because of his 
ego, but that's d 
is apparent in everythi 
Other wrestlers speak out a 
complain or boast or just talk a lot 
without saying anything, bi 
Steamboat is much different. He's 
more thoughtful, more intelligent, 


and probably much more caring to 
those that are close to him. 1 find 


that extremely s 

Those are the words of one Ellen 
Sydel of Mobile, Alabama. They 
tell the story of why a quiet, 
unassuming wrestler such as 
Steamboat finished third in 
the poll 

“Did | really get that many 
votes?” Steamboat asked when we 
contacted him for his reaction. “I 
honestly can't believe it, but Тат 
very pleased, of course. It’s always 
reassuring to know that fans 
support you and like you so much. 

“I also want to say that I am 
happy to see that there is 
something else going on among 
wrestling fans than simply 
arguments about who can destroy 
who and which wrestler has the 
most powerful bodyslam," 
Steamboat said. "I am really 
beginning to detest a lot of the 
senseless violence and mayhem 


Rick Steamboat works long hours in the gym to maintain his excellent physique (left). 
An exhausted Steamboat clamps a headlock on six-time NWA champion Harley Race 
(above). Rick and Mil Mascaras thrilled Japanese fans with a fast-paced scientific 
match (below). 


wrestling 

“Inever thought Ihad that much 
sex appeal, though,” Steamboat 
concluded. “I guess Ido, after all." 
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that characterizes all too much of 
what goes on in the ring. It’s good 
to see that fans are involved ir 

more than the brutal side of 





SEXIEST SUPERSTAR 


(a= 4 == 


HULK HOGAN 


7,612 VOTES 











О MANY FANS who chose 
him as the sexiest wrestler, 
Hulk Hogan represents a raw, 
unrefined macho quality 
Sreppler 


that 
no other can hope 
to match 

“Are you kidding, you mean I 
only got 7,600 votes?” Hogan 
asked. “Something must have 
gone wrong in your vote counting, 
because | know for a fact that I 
have more adoring women, more 
devoted love slaves, more females 
that simply foam at the mouth at 
the mere mention of the name 
Hulk Hogan, than any of those 
candy-coated schoolboys who 
inished ahead of me. 

Please, you must be joking,” 
Hogan continued. “Rick Martel as 
the sexiest wrestler? Then Tommy 
Rich and Rick Steamboat? Oh 


well, it's good to know that at least 
there are enough young women 
out there who appreciate beauty, 
but itdoes disturb me that so many 
fail to recognize true sexiness 
when they see it 

“Lam the molten mountain of 
lust,” declared Hogan, “the object 
of desire for so many women that I 
can never count them all. My only 
explanation for the results of this 
poll is that so many of my fans 
rushed out to get the magazine 
that the rest of my adoring love 
slaves never had the opportunity 
to buy the magazine and cast their 
votes. It's the only logical 
reasoning there is, because by all 
the rules of logic and reasoning, 1 
should have come in first as the 
one and only sexiest man in all of. 
wrestling, which 1 am!" 


Hogan was very disappointed with his fourth-place finish. Hulk, who possesses as 
much raw strength as any man in the sport, lifts Jerry Lawler for a devastating 
powerslam (above). Hogan tries to squeeze the mammoth Crusher Blackwell into. 


submission (below). 


















SEXIEST 


== 
RIC FLAIR 


5,003 VOTES 


































NWA king Ric Flair poses royally in the ring before a defense (above left). Flair knows 
where at least two of his votes came from (above right). Flair fires a long right at 
Harley Race (below). 





SUPERSTAR 








HOUGH HE RECEIVED 

over 2,600 votes less than 
Hulk Hogan, fans felt strongly 
enough about Ric Flair to bring 
him a strong fifth-place finish 

“All you have to do is look at Ric 
Flair and you know immediately 
that he is all business,” wrote 
Natalie Carlson of Charlottesville, 
North Carolina. "His body is 
honed to muscular perfection, his 
face is a model of total 
concentration when he goes into 
that ring, and every pore of his 
body is drowning in self- 
confidence and strength. | It’s 
mostly that self-confidence that I 
find incredibly sexy, but I have to 
admit that his body does a lot for 
те, too! He's a beauty!” 

What's more interesting about 
the fact that Flair finished where he 
did in this poll is that he is the only 
one of the three major heavy- 
weight champions who received 
enough votes to be counted in the 
top 10. 

“It makes sense, doesn't it?” 
asked Flair when we pointed that 
fact out to him. “After all, Nick 
Bockwinkel is too old to have any 
sex appeal left at all, and I doubt if 
he had as much when he was 
young as [have now inmy left foot. 
Bob Backlund only appeals to pre- 
pubescent, immature schoolgirls 
who haven't had a big enough taste 
of the world to know better. 

“But Ric Flair,” he continued, 
“now there's sex appeal for a real 
woman, and it comes straight from 
a champion who isallman...anda 
man who is all champion.” 








SEXIEST 


= 


SUPERSTAR 


- 


TED DiBIASE 


4,772 VOTES 


ЕГ THE WAY Ted Di 
Biase smiles,” wrote Melinda 
Arlington from Morristown 
Tennessee. “The way his hair is 
combed so straight on his head 
the way the dimples in his cheeks 
just show up when he smiles . . . I 
Set goosebumps every time leven 
think about it! Forget his body, 
which you really can’t do anyway 
since it's so firm and muscular, but 
give me that DiBiase smile any day 
о the week. That's pure sexiness, 
no matter what anybody says.” 
The sixth-place finisher in our 
poll, DiBiase admitted that he was 


very surprised to have finished in 
the top 10 at all. 

“I really can't believe it,” said 
DiBiase, “but I guess | under. 
estimated myself. [always thought 
that guys like Rick Steamboat and 
Tommy Rich got all the love 
letters, though I have to admit to 
finding a few in my mail every once 


ina while 

“I never thought of myself as a 
sexy guy, though sometimes girls 
have come up to me and asked me 
out for a date. The first time that 
happened, I couldn't believe it! Tm 
a little old-fashioned, and I really 


don't expect things like that to 
happen, especially to те, But 
thinking back on it, I really liked it 
after I got over the initial surprise. 
It's really a boost to the ego, and I 
guess everyone could use a little 
bit of that once in a while.” 


Ted DiBiase (above left) was pleased—buta little surprised—with the high number of 
votes he received. Ted expertly brings Buddy Roberts to the canvas with a snap- 


mare (above) 
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URRENTLY LOCKED IN a 
feud with Jesse Ventura that 
has been characterized more by 
bodybuilding rivalry than by overt 
violence, Tony Atlas has had the 
opportunity to show off his 
incredible build during main event 
matches all over the WWF. 

“Tm real happy to know that the 
women have responded to me like 
that,” said Atlas, “and it gives mea 
lot of satisfaction because I've 
spent a lot of time in the gym 
getting my body into the shape 
that it’s in right now. Aside from 
the self-satisfaction, it's always 
good to know that there are others. 
| who appreciate your efforts.” 
| A veteran of the gym, Atlas is a 
| tireless worker who has earned his 

title "Mr. USA." 

"Bodybuilding is different from 
wrestling in many ways, though it 
is still very much of a sport," says 
Atlas. "Instead of pitting your 
strength against an unpredictable 
opponent, you're working against 

yourself and your own limitations. 
It's really a question of trying to 
expand your physical abilities and 
boundaries, and there is always 
something more that you can do to 
make your body stronger, more 
muscular, and more healthy. I find 
that it’s the ultimate challenge.” 

Regarding the results of our poll, 
in which Jesse Ventura failed to 
find himself among the top 
finishers, Atlas said that he is 
“happy that Ventura didn’t do well 
His muscle comes out of ego 
rather than competition. He loves 
himself more than he loves the 
sport of wrestling or bodybuilding. 
That's precisely why he'll always 
be known as the ‘half-body.’” 
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SEXIEST 


(CA => 
TONY ATLAS 





SUPERSTAR 


4,691 VOTES 









Atlas excites the fans and psychs out his opponent with some pre-match posing. 
Despite the size of his muscles, Tony is one of the most agile wrestlers around. 











SEXIEST 


5 Се 


SUPERSTAR 


=o 


KEVIN SULLIVAN 


3,710 VOTES 


GROUP OF women in 
Lehigh Valley, Pennsylvania, 
once wrote the following letter to 
‘our offices: 
"We love Kevin Sullivan. His 
body is the sexiest in all of 


wrestling, his moves are the best, 
he is a winner and a champion to 
be dealt with in the very near 
future. 

"We feel honored every time 





that the beautiful Sullivan body 
graces our humble presence. We 
hope that women all across the 
country, even all across the world, 
will appreciate him for the fact that 
he is the most aorgeous, most 
muscular, most talented, and 
certainly the most sexy man in all 
of wrestling. This is a fact that 
should not be denied, and we will 
support Kevin Sullivan to the ends 
of the earth. 





Kevin Sullivan's muscles bulge as he tightens his grip on David Oswald's arm (left). 
Sullivan recently made the transition from rulebreaking. a move that has been well 


received by the fans. 


Sullivan, who now wrestles in 
Georgia, has enough fans who 
agree with the women of Lehigh 
Valley to have been able to claim 
the numbereight spot in our poll 

“My mail has been increasing 
lately,” says Sullivan, “and it’s an 
indication that my popularity 
seems to be arowing stronger and 
stronger with each passing month 
I suppose my strong finish in this 
pollis still another indication of my 





rising popularity, To be in a class 
with men like Tommy Rich as far 
as the fans are concerned is really 
an honor in itself. | hope that 
through my wrestling in the near 
future Iwill beable to live up to that 
honor. I know that I'm sure going 
fo try, and I wouldn't want to let 
any of my lovely admirers down in 
the least. They really deserve me, 
and I want to give them all that 
they deserve!” 
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SEXIEST 


(= 


SUPERSTAR 


JS) 


MIL MASCARAS 


ПН MIL MASCARAS 

edging into the standings, 
the fact that sexiness is more than 
simply a pretty face becomes even 
more apparent. 

“Of course, I certainly find Mils 
body extremely attractive,” wrote 
Susan Milford of Los Angeles. 
"Who wouldn't, after all, with all 
the muscles and that incredible 
chest of his? But I think what I find 
most attractive about Mil, and the 
main reason that I cast my ballot 
for him, is that his attitude in the 
ring is completely unqiue and 
totally admirable 

“There have been mar 
times,” Susan continued, 
have seen Mascaras involved in a 
title match where‘ he could have 
easily won the championship if 
only he had broken the rules ever 
so slightly. Well, Mil isn't like that, 
he won't even bend the rules a bit 


many 


3,334 VOTES 


He is an impeccable sportsman 
who doesn't want to win any kind 
of title that way. I find that quality 
more sexy than any physical 
attribute you could name." 

Another fan, Cecilia Balboni of 
New York City, noted that 
Mascaras’ mask actually increased 
the level of sex appeal. 


“There’s no doubt,” wrote 


Cecilia, “that the mask, and theair 
of mystery that surrounds 
Mascaras, makes him more sexy 
than anyone in wrestling, It’s the 
old story of something being 
forbidden and becoming more 
desired than anything else you 
could imagine. I'll bet that under 
that mask, Mascaras is as 
handsome as they come.” 


Mascaras obviously did not receive votes for what the fans cannot see, but his 
excellent build (left) and ring expertise (above) brought him a ninth-place finish. 

















SEXIEST c || TEE SUPERSTAR 


Pines а 


3,016 VOTES 


INALLY, OUR NUMBER-10 
finisher in the fans’ eyes is 
none other than the Canadian 
International Champion, Dino 
Bravo. 
"| am very surprised that 1 
finished with so many votes,” said 


Bravo. “I thought that my timeaway 
from the States would have ruined 





any chances | ever had of 
maintaining a ‘strong level of fan 
opinion, but I guess I was wrong.” 

Currently engaged in a 
strenuous series of title defenses in 
Canada, Bravo admits that 
someday he would like to return to 
the States, perhaps even to make a 
run for the WWF crown now held 
by Bob Backlund. 

“I love Canada, and the fans 
here are some of the best Гуе had 
the pleasure of wrestling for 
anywhere in the world,” said 
Bravo, "but lll always miss the 





The ever-smiling Dino Bravo (above left) has been wrestling in Montreal (above), but 


fans 





the United States have not forgotten him and are clamoring for his return. A 


WWF title match with Bob Backlund could be ahead for the current Canadian Inter- 


national champion. 


States, and ll always want to 
come back and wrestle for the fans 
there. I hope that someday ll be 
able to make my return and doit in 
style. I would really love to win a 
major championship in the States, 
and | think a match with Bob 
Backlund would be a rare scientific 
treat for the WWF fans." 

When asked if he thought of 
himself as a particularly sexy 


wrestler, Bravo noted that he 
doesn't "worry about things like 
that at all. I just try to make it 
through each and every match, I 
try to keep winning and winning, 
and if the women find me sexy, 
that’s great. My ego doesn't get all 
bent out of shape like some guys, 
though, because 1 don’t go out 
begging for women to respond to 
me like that.” a 
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RODDY PIPER 


RODDY PIPER: “I don't put up. 
with any crap from anybody. If a 
lunatic idiot like Bob or Brad 
Armstrong is going to come and 
interrupt me while Pm trying to do 
my job of explaining certain 
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aspects of wrestling to my devoted 
audience, if he tries to do 
something that remarkably stupid, 
I'm going to have to turn around 
and teach him a lesson, that's all 
there is to it.” 


RIC FLAIR: “Butch Reed? 
You've got to be kidding. All I did 
was give the kida thrilland he went 
and took advantage of it and 
started claiming things about the 
title being his and all this. Well, let 
me tell you that nobody makes fun 
of the NWA title while I'm 
champion, nobody cheapens its 
worth by saying its theirs when it 
really isn't, and that’s the only 
reason that there'sa bounty out on 
that creep right now," 


KEN PATERA 


KEN PATERA: “Bobby Duncum 
and I are the most powerful tag 
team inall of wrestling. We are the 
best, we are the most agile, we are 
the most handsome, we are the 
most unbeatable team in all of 
sport. You doubt us? Well, buddy, 
just you and someone else step 
into the ring and we'll see who's 
boss.” 

(Continued on page 64) 
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GRAPEVINE 


(Continued trom Page 10) 


Jimmy Snuka recently went 


| up against WWF champion 








Bob Backlund in New York's 
Madison Square Garden, and 
though he didn't gain the title, 
he did look very impressive. 
“We're looking for a 
rematch,” said Lou Albano, 


“Superfly” Jimmy Snuka clearly 
established his superiority over Bob 
Backlund at Madison Square Garden, 
claims his manager, Lou Albano. The 
Captain demanded and received а 
rematch for his maniacal superstar. 
manager for Snuka. "There isn’t 
a way in hell that Backlund is 
going to be able to avoid us, 
because Snuka is deserving of 
another shot, he’s ready, he's 
able, and that pitiful excuse for 
a champion is going to have to 
lift his head and come face to 
face with his superiors sooner or 
later, and the superior wrestler, 
the superior athlete, the 
superior body, no doubt 
belongs to the one and only 
“Superfly” Jimmy блика, the 
next heavyweight champion of 
the WWF.” 


Sgt. Slaughter says that the 
training of his two recruits, Pvt. 
Nelson and Pvt. Kernodle, is 
going precisely as planned. His 
two soldiers recently captured 
the Mid-Atlantic tag team title 
from Porkchop Cash and Jay 
Youngblood. 

“These two dogfaces are 
shaping up into real men,” 
Slaughter said in a recent 
interview. "They still have a 
long way to go, and I'm working 
hard to discipline them and 
make them every inch the same 
caliber champion as me. Also, 
you'll notice that nobody has 
сусп come close to taking away 
my U.S. title, and that’s the way 
it's going to stay. There is finally 


Pvt. Nelson's application of a front 
facelock on Jack Brisco seems closer toa. 
chokehold. Pvts. Nelson and Kernodle 
recently captured the Mid-Atlantic tag 
team championship. 

a real man in charge, and before 
long l'll have my recruits ready 
and waiting for any two-bit 
challenger who comes along. If 
they want to wrestle me, they re 
going to have to answer 10 
Nelson and Kernodle first. 
At ease!” 








Believe it or not, George “Тһе 
” Steele is back, and 
Dusty Rhodes has got him. 

On a recent installment of 
Georgia Championship 
Wrestling, Gordon Solie was 
interviewing Tommy Rich 
Buzz Sawyer suddenly came out 
of the wings, attacked Rich, and 
a, melee ensued which soon 
included Ole Anderson, Roddy 
Piper, Dusty Rhodes, and 
Steele. 

"Rodney Piper gets Buzz 
Sawyer to do his dirty work,” 
accused Dusty, “well, 1 got some 
dirty work of my own that I'm 
ready to clean up, and ‘The 
Animal’ is gonna help me do it 


Under the care of Dusty Rhodes, George 
Steele has turned his violent rage against 
Georgia rulebreakers Roddy Piper and Ole 
Anderson. How long can Dusty keep “The 
Animal" under control? 
Beware, Rodney and pigface 
Ole, ‘The Animal’ is on your 
trail and he’s got your scent!” 
Rhodes is reportedly taking 
care of Steele while “The 
Animal” is in the Georgia area, 
but Dusty himself admits that 
watching over this maniac is a 
25-hour-a-day task. о 
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ALBANO'S TAG TEAMS 


(Continued from Page 15) 


JOHN, JIM, & JERRY VALIANT 


THE VALIANT 
BROTHERS 


Ah, these were tremendous 
men, absolutely tremendous. 
Back in 74 the title had become 
boring, mainly because Tony 
Garea and his sap, Dean Ho, 
held the belts, and it was up to 
men with personality, men with 
flair, men with strength to take 
over the title and bring some 
respect back to it. So in comes 
the Captain with Jimmy and 
Johnny Valiant and out go Garea 
and Ho. The Valiants were like 
machines, and it was a beautiful 


sight to see these men working 
together. Whether it was 
Johnny and his brother Jimmy, 
or Johnny with his brother Jerry, 
it didn’t matter. Both combi- 
nations became champions, and 
both combinations were 
textbook examples of how to 
wrestle in tag team formation. 
Poetry in motion is what it was. 
when the Valiants entered the 
ring, and their legacy of 
perfection lives on to this very 
day. As far as pure ring 
technicians go, these were my 
best men ever. 

(Continued on page 54) 








POOR ENGLISH 


Holding You Back? 
ET 


bem 
Pert Seat fe 
ше 





зант your Елдар 6 poor your boss cant 
estne mois cit even your esses ean 
Sa er 
sy rotor your pan putt esse 
dide andina Vou wit peo a wt Say aoe 
Бои вр 
EU eA OS 
RE 
VALCO Publishing: Dex t 8020< 2012 
New Rochelle 10807 


Marriage Certificaten, High School and Е 
шет, as 


from ARTEK FORMS, 7471 Melrose Av 
Bape. МО Los Angeles, свие 90026. 


RUB THE BUDDRA 
FOR MONEY! 


ary BUDDHA. 
acclaimed tor centuries 
forit magic powers of 
attracting GREAT 


[who gently rubs his belly! 

YES! YES! YES! I 
|The BUDDHA starts to wipe out your tinan- 
cial worries forever. 

You must agree that the legend is 100% 
rue when you gamble, hit the boss for a 
raise, need quick "easy" cash—or DOUBLE 
YOUR MONEY BACK GUARANTEED! 

Rush name, address, zip with $7 for one, 
1513 for мо. 


THE BUDDHA 
49 West 37th St, Dept. MG 





New York, N.Y. 10018 











54 


ALBANO’S TAG TEAMS 


(Continued trom Page 52) 


BLACKJACK 
MULLIGAN & 
BLACKJACK LANZA 

Brutality is the name of the 
game, sometimes, and it was 
brutality courtesy of the Black: 
jacks: that took the belts away 
from Dominic DeNucci and Pat 
Barrett back in June 1975. They 
were able to intimidate 
opponents by virtue of their 
sheer strength better than any 
combination. I've ever seen or 
managed, and the clawhold that 
Mulligan used at the time, and in 
fact still uses, is something else 
again, and I'm almost sorry, you 
see, that my man Classy Fred 
Blassie outfoxed the old Captain 
and brought Mulligan back to 
the WWF, but it's also because 
Mulligan wants to wrestle solo 
now, and if he ever wanted to go 
back to tag team competition, if 
you're reading this, Jack, the 
Captain is ready and willing 


THE SAMOANS 

What a combo, what a combo, 
there's no doubt about it that 
this is perhaps the best of all my. 
teams, except for the fact that 
my other teams are so excellent 
it really becomes too tough to 
make a final decision, but The 


THE SAMOANS 


Samoans made it to the 
championship top spot no less 
than twice and it was due to 
their unmatched penchant for 
bad craziness and pure fury and 
there will never be another team 
like them in all of wrestling. Asa 
confidential aside from the 
Captain, let me tell you that Istill 
hold options on their contracts 
and may just bring them around 
for the hat trick some day. 


THE MOONDOGS 

Arf, arf, these boys, these 
men, these animals, yeah, 
because that's what they were 
andare isanimals, were actually 
three who took on the title and 











THE MOONDOGS 


defended it with such 
animalistic brutality that lesser 
men would cower in their 
corners and beg for mercy as 
soon as they came into the ring 
The Moondogs, King, Spot, and 
Rex, were an Albano exclusive, 
and | still hold their contracts, 
and they're still available, and 
You never know, because when 
you least expect it, expect it. 


SAITO & FUJI 


MR. FUJI & MR. SAITO 

Ah so, the current tag team 
champions and the most 
scientific of all my champions, 
these two masters of wrestling 
combine their extensive 
knowledge of the martial arts 
and come up with a combination 
that has defied every single 
combination that they've .ver 
come across. They are my 1th 
set of champions and have won 
me an unprecedented 12th title, 
and I'm beginning to think that 
12 may be the end of my titles, 
because Fuji and Saito look like 
they'll hold on to the belts 
forever! о 
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MIL MASCARAS VS. THE SHEIK 


(Continued from Page 30) 


Mil Mascaras has lost his poise as he takes a ropeand chokes the Sheik with it. “This is 


the one man who drives me berserk,” Mil says. 


face him. 


Amazingly, this match was 
more gruesome than the first 
Both men carried an enormous 
hatred to the arena. Even 
Mascaras, a man of polite 
restraint, displayed an 
uncharacteristic animosity 

This feud is bizarre because it 
fails to fulfill the classic 
definition of a feud. Usually a 
feud includes а number 
of matches. 

Here there were only two, 
separated by severgl years. 

In most feuds, a title is at stake. 
Ог sometimes vengeance for a 
battered friendship. 

Here, there was only mutual 
contempt. The worst kind of 


1 ат a different man when | must. 


feud resulted. 

This feud can have no ending. 
It will always be present 
Whenever there is talk of 
compassion and cruelty, the 
names of Mil Mascaras and The 
Sheik emerge. 

Mascaras will never forgive 
The Sheik. 

“His type must be destroyed. | 
do not have to wrestle him time 
and again. One more match will 
be sufficient," Mascaras said. 

The Sheik will make no 
response, except for a hate- 
ful snarl. 

Mil Mascaras and The Sheik. 
Perhaps wrestling’s strangest 
feud. п 
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CRUSHER BLACKWELL 


(Continued trom Page 21) 


alive today who has such a 
generous business partner as 
1 do. 

You're quite lucky 

Luck has nothing to do with 
it, it's all skill. If.1 wasn't the 
most skilled man in all of 
my p: 
wouldn't be spending as much 
money as he is for my services. 
I must say, though, they're 
very much worth it 

The harem or your services? 
Watch it, buddy, you're 
already walking on thin ice 


wrestling today 


Q: 


My apologies, Ayatollah. Let 
me ask you about Greg Gagne 
and Jim Brunzell. 
What do you want to know 
about those two skinny 
wimps? 
Well. those “wimps,” as you 
call them, happen to be the 
AWA tag team champions. 
t which 
shall be dealt with shortly 
You'll notice, if you happen to 
read the papers, that Gagne 
nd Brunzell have repeatedly 
avoided wrestling myself and 


That's only an acid 


Blackwell and Al-Kaissie (above) were insulted by Gagne and Brunzell's offer of a non- 
title Cage Match. Blackwell stretches as far as he can to tag off to his partner (below). 








Ayatollah Sheik Adnan AI- 
Kaissie. When they haven't 
avoided us, the cowards 

insisted that we engage in a 


non-title match 
Т assume you're talking about 
your recent Cage Match with 
арпе and Brunzell? 
Exactly. Fhose weaklings 
wanted to wrestle us in a 
Cage Match, but they wanted 
it to be a non-title match. I 
said no way, but if the 
wanted to put their titles on 
the fine that would be all right 
with me. I'm not going to risk 
my neck in such a brutal 
match, not that Pm worried 
about getting hurt, but a 
Match is a lot of work and 
effort, I'm not going to let 
Gagne and Brunzell into that 
cage unless 1 know I have a 
chance of coming out of that 
cage with a belt around my 
waist 
But you don't have the belt 
around your waist now, 
Ayatollah, and I don't see any 
prospect of a rematch coming 


Hulk Hogan withstands the pressure 
of Blackwell's bearhug. 


up very soon. 
Listen, you sniveling little 
toad, just because my partner 
and I aren't tag team 
champions right now doesn't 
mean that we won't be 
champions in the future. 
That's the problem with all 
of you journalist types, you're 
always trying to pin some- 
thing down to today, today, 
today. Well, if you come 
back to me in a month or so 
we will have the AWA tag 
team belts around our waists, 
and it's going to be Gagne 
and Brunzell we take it from. 
Tm sorry, Ayatollah, 1 didn't 
mean to 

Aw shut up. you idiot. I'm 
really getting sick and tired of 
you people in the press bad- 
mouthing me and my partner. 
l ought to bodyslam you right 
here and now, except I don't 
need a murder. conviction on 
my record. 

But I was just 

Just nothing. This interview 
is over n 
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QUOTEBOOK 


(Continued trom Page 48) 


HULK HOGAN 


HULK HOGAN: “Everyone go, 
rush to your theaters, see Rocky lll 
just because yours truly is in it, I'm. 
telling you, to see my beautiful 
body, to admire me on the giant 
screen of a movie theater, to see 
my tremendous physique 20 feet 
high, is worth the price of 
admission itself.” 


TONY GAREA 


TONY GAREA: “In a way, yes, 
it's too bad that Rick Martel and I 
decided to go our separate ways. I 











think we would have had a good 
Shot at unseating Fuji and Saito. 
But we were together for quite a 
‘while and both of us thought it was 
lime to do something else. I wish 
Rick all the luck in the world, and 
Tm even looking forward to 
wrestling solo matches once again. 
It's a different discipline, and one 
which I haven't worked on in a 
while. It should be a very good 
experience for me.” 


вов BACKLUND 


BOB BACKLUND: “I'm getting 
very disturbed at all the bad press 
about me lately. It seems that the 
fans are thinking that I don't 
deserve the belt, that I pay off 
referees, that I cheat. I'm really 
shocked by all this. I've never 
cheated, Ive never paid ой 
anyone, and it’s disgusting to me to 
even think of doing so. I've held on 
to the belt for over four years, now 
and [truly feel Ме earned what I've 
got today.” a 
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